Big, Big Bargain Ideas

Fiction Addiction Book Store – located on E-N Street.  Takes your used books and gives you store credit for another time.  Save the credit for Christmas or birthdays to buy a gift. It’s a fun shop to visit!
Freecycle.com – this is a web club where items are offered up for free!  If you want what is being offered you simply make arrangements to pick it up. If you have something to give, you may do that as well.
Overstock.com and currentcodes.com – these websites might be helpful if you like shopping online.  Overstock.com has some good discounts and currentcodes.com offers up promotional codes that may reduce your shipping costs.
Amazon.com – check out their “used” book section for gifts.  We’ve ordered several that look like new!  If you have a bunch of change in a jar, take it to your local Bi-Lo and let CoinStar count it.  Use the eCertificate option to avoid the use charge and then use your certificate to buy presents from Amazon.com.

Consignment Stores – if your clothes are still in good shape, consider taking them to a consignment shop.  There are many to choose from, like Trunk Treasures (a seasonal sale store) or Plato’s Closet (for more youth oriented clothes).  Don’t be offended if they turn you down though, these shops tend to be pretty picky.
Goodwill or Garage Sales – these can be a lot of fun.  Keep a list of items you’d like to have on the refrigerator and then one Saturday go “hunting”.  Make sure that your list has only items you need and sick to it.

ALDI’s/Sav-A-Lot/Bargains – while you are out driving one day, make a note of all the different grocery stores in your area.  Visit them all and create a price list comparison to help you find the best deals.  There is a “bent and dent” store called Bargains, out Hwy 8 in Pelzer that can save you a great deal on staples and canned goods.
Join a Coupon Club.  You may think it’s a hassle to clip coupons, but it can save you lots on groceries.  Check out www.thegrocherygame.com and www.smartspendingresources.com for some good ideas. 

Shop out of season – this takes a bit of imagination and a lot of patience.  Your best deals are going to be found as stores move from one season to another.  Learn to shop out of season and put things away.  The trick is predicting when the very best prices will be set.  Kohl’s is a fairly good place to do out of season shopping, as are most drug stores after the holidays.
Wal-Mart gift certificates for prescriptions brought to the pharmacy.  Sometimes you can find these in the newspaper.  If you don’t want to keep your prescription there permanently, use “one-time only” prescriptions
Christmas Ideas

Home-made goodies

½ price gift certificates from My102.5

Hand-made jewelry
Host a Christmas luncheon instead of buying gifts.

Contact us at rhughes@aumcsc.org if you have a big, big bargain to share!
